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DAGILERREOTYPE oOF ABERAIAM
CONGRESS, HE oP

LINCOLN WHEN, A8 A MEMBER oOF
SED THE WAR WITH MEXICO—1547.

BY CHARLES M. PEPPER.
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Lincoln’s Foreign Policy anc

Peace With Other Countries Vital Because of the War to Save the Union—How This Policy
Was Maintained—Rejection of Seward’s Foreign War Program—Monroe Doctrine in Abey-
ance—Settling the Trent Affair With England — ““Frankness, Justice and Mutual Good
Will”—Lincoln’s Characteristic Resolution for Union Sympathizers in Great Britain—How
Mexican Affairs Were Intermingled With Lincoln’s Public Life — Foreign Estimates.
Punch’s Expiatory Tribute to the Martyred President.

vourse of paolitics he-
of State, hut not pre-
awdministration
_ must curious documents
in American politieal history is the
“program’™  submitted by Secretary
Seward to Lincoln @« month after the
administration assumed responsibility
fpr the affairs of a disuniting nation.
1t was entitled “Some Thoughts for
President’s Consideration.”

»
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After outlining the policy for
tic uffairs, under the heading
Foreign Nations.” with others,
tary Seward made these two sSugges-
tions:

Ly the natural
came Secretary
mier of the
One of the

Hecre-

“I would sdemand explanations from
Spain and France categorically at once,
- - -

explanations are
and France
sl  deglare

“And if satisfactory
not received from Spain
would nvels Congress
war against them.”

The rejection of Sew Cprogram’
in its entirety by President Lincoln
avolded the necessity of specifically re-

=

jecting the =uggestion of hostilities
with FEuropean countries. But Lin-
colu's cast of mind was not such that

e could look upon a foreign War as i
Jjusti ¢ means of insuring domestic
peace, even if it were practicable.

The sea of foreign complications in
which the Lincoln administration was
ingulfed during the first year of the
civil war became mountainous in the
Trent affair. Few people today who
are not stodents of international law
recall the exact circumstances. They
therefore may bear brief recital

The British mail steamer Trent No-
vember 7, 1861, left Havana for St
Thomas with the Confederate commis
sioners, Mason and Slidell, and their
two secretaries on hoard. The follow-
ing dnv the Trent was hailed by the
United States frigate San Jacinto, un-
der command of Capt. Wilkes., The com-
missioners and their secreturies were
removed from the Trent, which was
then allowed to proceed, while the
commissioners and their secretaries
were taken to Fort Warren,

Puhlic sentiment in the north at first
pretty unanimously approved the ac-
tion of Capt. Wil and publie senti-
went in Great Britzin was almost as
unanimously wrathful.

After a little time for consideration
responsible leaders in the north saw
that even if the United States had not
reversed its historic opposition to the
abuse of the right of search a serious
m e had been committed in the
seizure of Mason and Slidell

-
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Frlends of the Union in-Great Brit-
ain, led by Bright and Cobden, sought
to counteract the efforts of the aristoc-
racy to foree England into war with
the United States. The British govern-
ment, with Earl Russell at ita head,
was not remarkable for friendliness to
the north. but it was not especially
anxious for war,

The way for a peaceful settlenent
was opened by Secret: Seward in a
Ietter dated November 10 to Minister
Adams at London, in which the Ameri-
can minister was instructed to inform
the British government that the cap-
ture was without instructions from
Washington, and that the government
at Washington wag ready to discuss
the =ubject. This was the diplomatic
way of saying that the matter could be
arranzed
The same day that Secretary Seward
dated his letter to Minister Adams,
Joarl Russell transmitted instructions
Lord Lyons, the British minister in
‘ashington. The substance was that
=tand demanded the liberation of

commissioners end their secre-
ari.g, and an apology. A later instruc-
tion to Lord Lyons was to wait seven
days for a reply, and then if no reply
wie received, or if it was unsatisfac
tory, to close the legation archives and
withdraw to London.

Theses instructions were not
carried out, hecause private inter-
change of views, which is the real
strength of diplomaecy, enabled the so-
Jution of the difficalty to he had

Lord i.yons, who was @ bachelor, was
a favorite with President Lincoln, who
sometimes joked him, and he was also
on good terms with Secretary Seward.
The period of waiting, however, wis o
most anxious one,

The crisis came at a cabinet meeting,
which was held on Christmas day. Sen-
ator Sumner was present, by invitation,
and read letters he had received from
(‘ohden and Bright urging that the
¥ nited States mnke reparation and
conciliate British friendship.
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One of Cobden's letters to Sumner
quite likely not by him to
the cabinet. Cobden was unable 1o do
Seward full justice. Tn one of his let-
ters to Sumner he said:

There s an Impression, 1 know, in high quar
jors here that Mr Seward wishes 1o quarrel with
this country. This seems absurd enongh, 1 oon
fess | have ax lttle confulence in hho as [ lave
In Land Paimerston, Both will consult hunkom
frir r‘r;.- moment without much regard, T fear, for
thy Tutgr

Seward,

literatly

was rend

however, did not rdefer to

bunkum in the Trent incident 1t is
claimed Tor him by some of Lis biog-
raphers that it was he who persuaded
FPresident Lincoln into conservative
channels and to resist popular clamor.
_Point is made of Lincoln's saying that
Seward should go ahead nnd argue for
giving up the commissioners, while lLie
hims=elf would argue that they should
not b." given up. But Lincoln’s plan of
arguing out a gquestion and getting

hoth sides in review wus habitual with
him.
Not to have gmiven up the commis-

sioners wus felt at the timme to.me
war with England, and Lincoln’s polit
in the Trent affxir, as other affai
was to avoid more thin one war at o

time,
The Christmas «da cahitnet meeting
decided that ) o011 L Slidell should

be given up, which was done, and Sec-
retary Seward was left to ilnake
argument. International hhowyers have
since made mincemeat of his contention
that the commissioners were contra-
baid of war, and that their seizure and
removal were justifinble, hut that Capl
Wilkes departed from  international
law in his manner of arresting them.
>
¥

Biographers and antubiographers=
have also engaged in controversy about
the extent to which Lincoln pruned
Seward's dispatches in the representa-
tions made to the British government
against fitting out Confederate :ll'l\}:l—

shaping sentiment for the Tuion
l;_n.ut;:e Macuulavy Trevelyvan, one of the
biographers of John Bright, has uncov-
ered the draff of the letter. or resolu-
tion. which Lincoln, i April, 1363,

to Bright to he adopted at
meetings held in f

vor ufl the
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affaird were

@nomember of Congress e was o me
F President Polk's declh
r against Mexico.

A= 'r dent, in order that the United
=tates might not have more than ous
wiar at g time on its hands, he was
cvompelled to tolerate the effort of a
Furopean power to sel up monarchy ou
Mexican =oil, but through ull he was
the firm friend of the Mexican people.

Lincoln’s opposition to the war

-
tion of w

r

the acquisition of Mexico was mani-
fested in the Thirtieth Congress. One
of the many resolutions introduced

during that Congress is the Lineoln
resolution. It was a closely reasoned
and effective attack on the Polk admin-

sald that Lineolu never shirked meet-
ing this ¢harge when it was made by
Pouglas. In Lincoln's political career
there was nothing to show that his op-
position to the Mexican war ever hurt
im. although there were many veter-

ans of that war in llineis.
When he became President I,m.-u\‘:‘._
was more concerned with Napeoleon's

e tlhe recognition of the
2 an independent nation
i i attitude of the KEuro-
pent niries toward Mexoco. Bul
lnter, when . French inpvasion :tf‘tA
uully took e, and the attempt Was
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colu in 1864, and who therefore may
be sid to set forth the cotemporaneous
view, in explaining the Mexican policy
guid it had in some respects contra-
vened the traditional purposes and

principles of the government and peo-
ple of tre Unmited States., put n Wwas

THE WHITE HOUSE AS LINCOLN FIHST KNEW 11 WITH THE STATUE OF THOMAS JEFFERSON IN FRONT.,

THE STATUFE

ment in tGreat Britain, but through it
all there is no guestioning of Lincoln’s
determination to avoid foreign war,
Lincoln's annual messages to (on-
gress do not go deeply into foreign af-
fairs, because the diplomatic curre-
spondence covering the representations
to Englund and Franece regarding the
recognition of the helligerency of the
Confederates, and the remonstrances
to England against Confederate arma-
ment, were submitted with the mes-
sugges. The situation, however, usually
is summarized by & luminous expres-

sion of the President’'s views and
policy.
In the annual message of December,

1862, President Lincoln said:

Woe have left to every nation the exclusive con-
duct and mapagement of (1= onn affaive. Our
struggie, of course, has heen contemplated by
foreign nations with reference les= o its own
merits thun to 1is suppossd, and often exagger-
ated, efferts nod consequences resulting to Those
wations themselves,

A vyear later President Lincoln in his
message 1o Congress made this dee-
laration:

W rendn in peace and friendship with forelgn
powers, " * *  Questlons of  ogreat intrlvary
and Impertancs have arisen ot of the b o
and sther belllgerent operations, hetween 1t
emment fand severnl of the muaritime powers,
they have been discissed amd, as far as was peos-
wihile, odated in A spirlt of frankness,
Justice amd mntoal gl will,

Presldent Lincoln's whole forelgn pol-
s might be summed up in those words
—*a splrit of frankness, justice and
mutual good will.”

i

*
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Lincoln did not consider it beyond
his position, or as meddling in the af-
faire of foreign countries, to aid in
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moving south were not even stopped,
and none was seized.  France was rich
in anutomobiles, and, besides, there
deems to have been a pn-jullh-o

In Switzerland, for a moment, the
army- difection jlost its head. They

-
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German  dirigibles
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the French and English aero-
plune exhibits, As to automobhiles, it
wag  heltersshelter, - devil-take-the-

requisitioned  the
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position. The
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istration’s peolicy in beginning the
WAT.

The preamble recited that the Presi-
dent in iricus messages had charged
the Mexican government with shedding
the blood of “our fellow-citizens on
our own soil," had become the aggres-
gor’ by invading our soil, etc. The
President, therefore, was requested to
state for the information of Congress
eight things.

The gist of them all was to bring
out that the territory where the first
fighting took place was not American
territory, and that the military force
was emploved after Gen. Taylor had
intimnated that no such movement was
necessary for the defense of Texas.

®
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The Congressional Globe shows that
on two or three occasions Represent-
atlve Lincoln got the floor to address
the House on Mexlican affairs, but no
speech is given.

During the Joint debate with Doug-
las the little glant charged Lincoln
with taking the side of the common
enemy againat his own country by op-
posing the Mexican war.

Lincoln's reply was that he was a
whig member of Congress, and that
whenever the democratic party tried
to get him to vote that the war had
been righteously hegun by President
Polk he would not do It, but whenever
they asked for any money, or land
warrants, to pay the soldlers there, he
gave the same vote that Douglas did.

The late Representative R. R. HItt,
who as a young stenographer report-
#d the Lincoln-Douglas debates, once

ERICAN TOURISTS LOST AUTOS THROUGH WAR RE

1 was personally instru-
mental in getting a member of the
Tiewey family of New York into the
“free zone" of France, at Divonne,
with a brand-new 1914 twenty-four
horsepower auto, where it was safe,
Two days later that lonely Swiss road
had a Swiss squad at the frontier. No
figures have yet been given out, but
Fletcher Dexter, our consular agent, in
charge at Vevey, who so ably succors
his fellow-citizens of Lausanne, Ouchy,
Morges, etc, since the departure of
12 P. Frazer, assures me that he has
secured, already, the return of every
such car requisitioned from Americans
in the district.

hindmost.

E
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T will not ( and 1 think Dexter could
not) guarantee the condition in which
our owners found their machines, or
the satisfactoriness of the sums al-
lowed by the Swiss military authori-
ties for rent, repalrs and sinking fund.
A brand-new touring car that hauls
potatoes, oil stoves and muddy tent
poles over milltary mountain roads, in
ruin and slush, may scon get like the
girl in the song: *“Oh, Flo, she's not
the same, vou know!"

A patriotic Swiss owner, who has not
got his machine back, tells me that the
maximum compensation is calculated at
$3 per day for a new §5,000 car.

In Germany, where literally hundreds
of Americans’ automobiles are in
requisitioned military use—or on the
scrap heap—compensation will be en-
tered into after the war, except where
German friends of influence may oblain
release or exceptional treatment.

At the memorable consular days of
the Hotel Gibbon, in Lausanne, lust Au-
gust, Indignation was freely expressed
for members of the Dreer family of
Philadelphia. Mrs, Dreer mere, with a
party of woman guests, in two wuto-
mobiles, was stopped somewhere before
the Swiss frontier on Lake Constance.
As in the Seripture, one was taken and
the other was left. 1 refer to the autos.
How they crowided into the remalning
one, you can imagine, but the Germans
had lightened it of its cushions, Tuges,
oil skins, tools, detached parts, lan-
terms, hand luggage, portable clock,
smelling salts, ete, with an iron hand,
not in a velvet glove. The Philadel-
phia woman protested. T will not tell
you the reply that she recejved. This

ROTUNDA OF THE CAPITOL. .

not easy to see what other could haye
been adopted without inviting hazards
which no respongible statesmen had a
right to ineur. The hazards, of course,
were the danger of foreign war while
Lincoln was engaged in a war for the
preservation of the Union.

Raymond further s=aid that holding
aloof was the only policy compatible
with the preservation of the Union and

the final establishment of the Monroe
doctrine.

Lincoln, notwithstanding his peace
policy, thought some formal action

necessary to show that Congress was
cognizant of the situation.

In April, 1864, the House pussed a
resolution reciting that the United
States was unwilling by ite silence
to leave the nations of the world under
the impression that it was iIndifferent
to the deplorable events transpiring
in Mexico. It therefore declared that
it would not he In accord with the sen-
timent of the people of the United
States to acknowledge a monarchical
government erected on the ruins of
any republican government in Ameri-
ca under the auspices of any European
poOwWer.

*
® *

The paseage of this resolution by the
House was sufficient at the time, and
it was not pressed in the Senate Tt
undoubtedly reflected Lincoln's views
in regard to Mexico.

Foreign estimate of Lincoln during
his lifetime took little heed of his for-
eign policy. It was based on the titanic
domestic issue and showed little com-
prehension of his wisdom in aveiding

UISITION

was told openly at the consular after-
noons, when Agent Fletcher granted
some 40 emergency passports. Prof.
Osgood of Harvard was present at the
conversation.

The tvpleal case is that of the Misses
Lowry of San Francisco, touring up
from Marienbad in their own car, in
company with the de la Balze family
of New York. Mrs. de la Balze, who Is
past seventy years of age, had her
daughter and a girl friend In their new
autao.

*

® *
“We had arrived at Strasburg from
Stuttgart July 31" says Miss de la

Balze. “At the hotel, where we got our
mitil and lunched, they let us go off,
about 2 p.m., without a word. Toward

the French frontier, however, we met a
French couple returning in their auto.
‘No use to continue,” they sald. ‘no au-
tomohile can get through. We are
going to try Switzerland.”

“*But we are Americans! we said.

“‘No matter, they replied, ‘vou'll see.’

“So we turned, also,” continued the
New \'r_-rk society girl, *“We got as
far as Colinar, where German soldiers

stopperd us, with orders to return to
Strasburg and get papers from the
governor. They searched us at the

Rhine bridge and made us walk across,
with soldlers on edch side. They let us
mount again to reach the gates of
Strasburg, where we found a lot of
other automobile parties—many Amer-
icans.™

Among them were the Spreckels of
Sun Francisco and Parls and the
Lowry girls of San Francisco, already
mentioned.

“We went, twelve cars in a proces-
sion, 1o the governor's palace,” says
Miss de la Balze, “where we were told
simply: ‘You cannot leave Sirasburg
with vour autos’ We asked permis-
sion to return to our hotel. There we
met a Freach party, who said they
were going to the railway station to
try to get away, anyhow, We fol-
lowed them in our cars, but at the sta-
tion there were thousands. and one
woman id she had been Waitling
thirty-six hours. It was no use, So
we started to hunt the American con-
sul, beecyuse our chauffeurs, who were
FFrenchmen, gave us notice that they
niust get away that night, or else be
made prisoners of war. On inquiry

PRESIDENT LINCOLN DI RING HIS FIRST YEAR IN THE WHITE HOL sE,
WHEN THE FOREIGN POLICY WAS DETERMINED BY THE ZVHED oF
AVOIDING MORE THAN ONE WAR AT A TIMEL.

foreign entanglements in settling that Between the it anil n

{ssue. Appreciation came afier s Sy, s .

death. L . . . 4

{me of the most notable tributes was
that by Punch, whicihx during four
vears had vied with the Times and the
Morning Post, the organs of the Brit-
ish aristoeracy, in malignant misrep-
resentation of Lincoln.

It peculiar circumstance that the
tribute was from the pen of Tom Tay-
lor, the dramatic author, whose *“(ur
American Cou=in” FPresident Lincoln
was witnessing at Ford's Theater when
he was assassinated, Here are some
of the verses from Punch’s tribute:
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WILLIAM H. SEWARD, WHO, AS SECRETARY OF STATE I AZDER LINCOLA,
FRAMED DIPLOMATIC DISPATCHES OF GREAT MOMENT.

we learned that there was no Amer-
jean consul, nor #ver was, i1 not being
permitted in Strasbourg!”

*

* #*

In despair, they went to the autoe-
mobile garage

“A man at the garage gave us re-
ceipts for the cars—just papers saying
that he had them. It was understood

wanted for the army,

that they were
yet the date was July 31, before the
war, which is the thing that makes
me so0 mad.”

The next morning the hotel pro-

prietor told them that they "were sup-

posed to he out of Germany bv 5 p.m

“Do not trv to go by sSwitzerlund™
he said, “it Is to crowded” For some
reazon or other, they Were put into
a train for (ologne, registering their
gix de In Balze trunks with them, Om
arriving the _trunks not he
found “1f war is not red yvon
may get them in oa an  em-
plove informed them, there is
War you may never gel

Arrivi late in the ing at Co-
logne, 2y hurriedly ¢ another
train for the frontier to which,
at 1 am. they has 1 out and
walk.

“We arrived in Paris late the at
day,” sayvs the American girl nd
have 1 heard a word of our trunks
ar auto iles sinee”

Recent she interviewed a travel
company on the subject They have
not been able to learn anything. Two
weeks ago she Wrote the American
consuls at  Colesue amnd Keln (for
Strasburi), but has not yet received

An AnRsSwWer

“Quantities of Americans ure in the
case,” she says. “The Postleys
of New York were obliged to leave
nine trunks and two automobiles in
Berlin. Another American, on the
train with us, had just hought a new
auto and hated to lose it. He
he was going to Fruukfori, to see the
Amerivan consul, hut T do not believe
he zZot there”

STERLING HEILIG.
To Keep Ivory White.
I\'l'l‘HT toilet sets are now so Tashion-

able that it may be well to know
how to keep them clean and from turn-
ing vellow. They should ke wiped with
aleohol insteald of water to retain their

natural color. Thiz also applies To
piuno keys., Water should not be used

on them, . 1 el
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Nicknames of States.

EARLY
the Union }
tive of its chief §
arler ar i
of the states have
two or

every one 11 t

#& dua

more nickname

emploved ir urrent

out nly

lifornia is  called Lotk 30l
State™ and “El Dorado”; Cor
the “Nutmeg State,” the “Freesto
State” and alse the "Land of Stesd
Habits"; Delawnre s the “Hlue Her
Stute” and alsoe the "Mamond State,”
and Georgia i the "Cracker State™
also the “Empire Stare of the S

The of Tilinois =p o it
as: the Stuta™ and the e
State™ 2 “" .
of nilower it
and “Javhawker St Kot SRR,

State” or the “Turpenti
“Tarheel State” he me
lina; Oregon is the

the “Web Foot State™; ¢
the *"Swing Cat Stare”
zard State,” “"Washing
nook State’” and the

and Virginia is repea spoR Pl
the *“0dd Dominion,™ i “Aort w
States™ and the “Mother of P'res s

The general nickname of Maryiand i3
the “Old Line State”™ and TR
times called the *'C sState” apd the
*Terrapin State” is either the
“Pine Tree State” or the “Lumbor
State.”

Using geographical features

names are Flovida, the
State”; Massachusetts, the “Ha
Mississippi, the “Bayou State” 1
see, the “Big Bend St i Vermoent
“Green Mountain State” amd We Vir-
ginia, Faunhandle Aunimuals Zive
their 10 Arkas . The Beat
State North Dakota, «ne “Flickertail
State,” nnd Wisconsin, the “Badeors
State.” ~ ! .
.




